
Important Theological Definitions  

Based on Luke 2 (and many other texts) 

 

1.  Incarnation: the act of uniting with the person of God the Son (the Logos, or Word) a human 

nature in the womb of the Virgin Mary. As with all the opera Dei ad extra (the outwardly 

directed works of God) the incarnation is a common work of the Godhead. That is, the Father 

sent the Son (Galatians 4:4), the Son himself became flesh (John 1:14), and his human nature 

was conceived in Mary’s womb by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18).  

 

Incarnatio is a Latin term created by Christian theologians to describe this uniting of a human 

nature with the Son’s eternal divine person. It literally means the “in-flesh-ment” of the Son, 

with “flesh” meaning not simply the physical body but the entire human nature, body and soul. 

The implication of the term is that Jesus Christ is in every respect God and in every respect man 

(save sin). 

 

2. Enhypostasis (A Greek term meaning literally in-personality): a term indicating that Jesus as a 

man has his subsistence (personal being or identity) in the subsistence (or person) of another. 

The term is applied in Christian theology to the human nature of Christ with reference to the 

eternal person of God the Son. What is being said is that the person of the Son assumed a human 

nature, not a second person. The burden of the term is to safeguard the “one person – two 

natures” formulation. The eternal divine person took to himself a second nature. The implication 

of the term is that the eternal Son of God who made the heavens and the earth is now also a man. 

There is ever but one Jesus Christ, not two, though he is both eternal God and now a human 

being. The Latin-based term for this in-personality is impersonality, which again means that the 

Son of God assumed an impersonal human nature, that is a nature not a person.  The person of 

Christ is the same that has existed from eternity. 

 

3. Status humiliationis (or status exinanitionis): a term describing Christ’s human nature in 

union with the divine person, not the divine person itself. The state of humiliation consists in 

both the sufferings of Christ’s humanity during his sojourn on the earth – “his being born, and 

that in a low condition, made under the law, undergoing the miseries of this life, the wrath of 

God, and the cursed death of the cross, in being buried, and continuing under the power of death 

for a time” (Westminster Shorter Catechism, Question 27) – and the renunciation, non-use, and 

concealment of the divine attributes of his person (Philippians 2:5-8). God himself, as God the 

Son is, cannot cease to be God or to act as God! 

 

4. Mysteria fidei: The mysteries of the faith. This phrase refers to those doctrines (or teachings) 

of the Christian faith known by revelation, that is, taught in the Word of God, that transcend the 

grasp of reason. The church has never attempted to explain the incarnation, only to define it. We 

do not know how God the Son assumed a human nature, how the two natures interact in his 

single person, or how it is possible for Jesus Christ to be a true and authentic human being (e.g. 

with all the limitations space and time impose on human life, weakness, ignorance, mortality) 

and, at the same time, for his divine life to be in no way diminished by his humanity (e.g. 

omnipresence, omnipotence, and omniscience). While the Bible teaches us that Jesus Christ is 

fully God and fully man, neither a demi-god nor a superman, it never once seeks to penetrate the 

inner psychology of the God-Man.  


